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Title Four Lane Ends 

Type Semi Detached Cottages 

Date Produced 20th Feb 2024 

Internal Reference E66P 

1840 Owner Lord Crewe 

1840 Occupier James Hitchenson 

Tithe Map Apportionments 244a, 257 

1840 Area 1/3rd Acre 
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On the tithe map of 1840, the occupier 
at Four Lane Ends was a James 
Hutchinson. At this stage the property 
would have been a single cottage tied 
into Flash Farm so James was probably 
a farm labourer for the Hassall family 
 
The adjacent field 244 was occupied by 
Thomas Hassall who was the grandson 
of Matthew Hassall (1788-1847) who 
resided at Flash Farm just down the 
road.  
 
Matthew Hassall had previously taken 
out a lease for three lives on the 
cottage and croft in 1812. The property 
was then known as “Part Late 
Bostocks” giving a clue to the historic 
lessee 

 

 
Source : 1840 Tithe Map Apportionment for Elton 

 

 

Source : National Archives 1841 census 

John Hulme a young shoemaker was a lodger at the house at the time. He was the son of William Hulme 

who lived 100m away at Elton Villa. He was in all likelihood an apprentice to William Spode, a shoemaker 

at Watch Lane Cottage and after William died in 1854, he moved to Watch Lane Cottage where he 

continued the business. 

By the 1851 there was a new tenant in the property and and there may have been others in the 

intervening period as workers came and went. Eventually, John Aldersay arrived at the property some time 

in the 1850’s giving some long term stability to the tenure. 



 

Source : National Archives 1851 census 

 

 

Source : National Archives 1861 census 

By the 1861 census, the occupant of the property was John Aldersay, a small time farmer who had 

previously been farming at Ettiley Heath about a mile away. 

John Aldersay had been leasing Four Lane Ends from Thomas Hassall of Fields Farm and when Thomas died 

on the 5th Jun 1867, the lease expired and a new one was drawn up for John. As with almost all new leases 

at the time, this was on a “rack rent” basis, so rather than “for life”, the initial rent was set at £10 and 10 

shillings per annum but with a clause which would allow increases under market conditions. This clause 

doesn’t though seem to have been invoked for many years. 

John Aldersay leased 3 acres 5 perches which was the whole of plot 244 on the tithe map. The census 

returns also indicate he was farming a further 5 acres elsewhere  

In the 1861 census, John’s son Samuel, a brickmaker was also living at the property. Their neighbour at 

Elton Cottage next door was a James Harrison, brickmaker so it is entirely likely that Samuel was working 

with him. On the 1840 tithe map, 18 acres of land in the immediate vicinity were recorded as brick fields 

though by the time of the first OS Map of 1875, the activity seems to have disappeared.  

 

Crewe Estate Accounts 1868 

 

Source : National Archives 1871 census 



In 1871 another of his sons, also John was living with him. John junr was an employee of the rapidly 

expanding Foden’s Iron Works in Elworth.  

 

John senior died in 1872 and presumably Lord Crewe allowed his son to take over the lease with his 

mother Sarah living with him. 

It is a known fact that Four Lane Ends was rebuilt in 1877 and it would be nice to think that the bricks were 

some of the last to be produced in the local area. The gable ends of the property as well as the date, have a 

Bears Paw effigy on its side confirming it to be part of the Crewe estate.  

The Crewe Estate records show that John Aldersay paid a full rent of £10 10s throughout this period so it is 

likely that John and his mother remained in the old house whilst the new one was being built. Once the 

build was completed, they moved in and the old cottage was demolished giving the space for the detached 

cottage to be built.   

 

Crewe Estate Annual Rental & Accounts 1878-79 Elton. CRO Ref 59/5/114 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

By the 1881 census the widow Sarah Aldersay 
was at the new property with her son John 
now described as a labourer and farmer of 2 ¾ 
acres, slightly less than previous due to land 
given up for the other cottage. 
 
This land would be the original plot 244 on the 
tithe map now divided to 211 and 230a on the 
new OS map both fields being designated as 
for arable use. 
 
The Crewe records and census confirm the first 
occupant of the second cottage was a John 
Phillips. 

 

 
Source : 1875 OS Map 

 

 

Source : National Archives 1881 census 

 

By 1891, Richard Phillips was widowed and still a farm labourer. His eldest daughter Mary had married 

Richard Mulliner who worked on the railways. In the early 1900’s, the family moved to Crewe where John 

retired but lived for a further 20 years. Sarah Aldersay died in 1884 leaving her son John on his own. He 

retired again in the early 1900s and moved to Longfold on Clay Lane. Both John and his mother were 

recorded as “Living off their own means” indicating that they had some wealth. 

So early into the twentieth century, there were new tenants in both properties, Samuel Paddington and 

Samuel Lewis with Samuel Paddington taking over as the stockman at Flash Farm and paossibly helping at 

Crabmill Farm as well with it being held by the same farmily, by the the Oultons. As with his own 

predesessor, Samuel Lewis was a railwayman and was the son of Samuel Lewis of Walnut Tree Farm, a 

reasonably wealthy freeholder on Plant Lane Moston. 

 



 

Source : National Archives 1891 census 

 

Source : National Archives 1901 census 

 

Samuel Paddington’s time at Elton was shortlived as he passed away in about 1909 leaving Sarah with her 

eldest son Frank. In the meantime Samuel Lewis’s family had grown to seven children (with plenty more to 

come)  

Both properties were recorded as having five habitable rooms so ther ewill have been a noticeable 

difference in utilisation of space. I wonder if the Paddington’s lend a bedroom to his neighbour? 

 



 

Source : National Archives 1911 census 

In 1915 the occupiers had a new private landlord after the property became one of the erliest in the Crewe 

Elton Estate to sell during a process which took about 3 years. It is odd that one of the properties is shown 

as in the occupation of a Mrs Samuels even though Frank Paddington was on the voters roll throughout 

until 1929. 

 

The purchaser of the property was Mrs Emily 
Finlow. Emily and her family lived at an elegant 
(and now demolished) property next door called 
“Elton Cottage” 

 
Mrs Finlow had been widowed in 1898 left with 
the challenge of  eleven children. Her husband 
Robert Finlow was a manager at The Bone Mill of 
Thomas Vickers at Rookery Bridge. 

 

 
 

 
Crewe Estate Elton Portion Sale 1915 – Four Lane Ends 

 



 

Source : National Archives 1921 census 

 

Source : National Archives 1921 census 

 

Rates Return for Elton 1930 – Cheshire Archives Ref LRC 17-11-6 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



Chronological list of Owners and Occupiers 

 

 


