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Longfold in 1840 was a tenement 
with many occupiers covering 
roughly half an acre of land. The 
1898 map before it was 
demolished gives a clearer picture 
of the layout. 
 

In 1840 at the time of the tithe 
map, the property was occupied 
by William Charlesworth and his 
family.  
 

Why William was named and 
none of the other tenants is 
unclear. Perhaps he was the 
principal tenant, most long 
standing or even alphabetically 
first? 
 

At that time, this area was heavily 
populated with 96 people living in 
the confines of the map shown 
opposite.  
 

Elton Smithy was then a Public 
House, the White Hart Inn with 
Kester Kettell the landlord who 
would have had a busy time with 
the local trade. 
 

Kester’s uncle Ralph Kettle was at 
Elton Hall Farm where brewing 
was one of the farming activities. 
 

William Pierpoint of Elton Villa 
was described as a shopkeeper in 
an 1843 newspaper (burglary) 
report. 
 

The Elton poorhouse had been in 
the locality (Plot 279) but it seems 
to have been demolished by this 
time.  

 

 
 

 

The 1841 census tells us there were seven households in the Longfold tenement in 1841. Later census 

returns and historic maps would that these were a row of very small cottages of perhaps two or three 

habitable rooms. William Charlesworth was one of 29 people living in the properties so this area will have 

been a busy part of Elton. 

Of the seven households, in five the head of the household was an agricultural labourer and the other two 

had elderly widows. There would have been plenty of work for these labourers at the local farms of which 

there were many. 

 



 
 

The land tax records (which run until 1831) confirm that the land on which Longfold was built was leased 

to Samuel Latham (1771-1834) with Samuel being the youngest son of William Latham who held the lease 

at Fields Farm in Elton. William Charlesworth, was the only one of these tenants remaining in 1841 paying 

nearly a florin of rent per year. 

 

Elton Land Tax Returns for 1829 

Moving on ten years, to 1851 there were five inhabited properties at Longold with 2 being noted as 

uninhabited. This was in all likelihood due to the properties awaiting new tenants after previous ones 

moved out and an indication of the reasonably quick turnover of occupants.  

As an example, William Lee appears in the 1851 with four young children, which eventually became ten. 

Hill eldest daughter was born in 1846 in Tetton. By 1853 children were born in Sandbach suggesting 

William was at Longfold for perhaps five or six years. No doubt there were many other Victorian occupants 

at Longfold who never appear in any records having not been there when the census returns were taken. 

See Appendix 2 for a full list of Head of Households from the census returns 1841-1901 

On the other hand, despite there being many short term tenants who just came and went, there is also 

evidence of two families at Longfold for many years passing the cottages down through the generations.  

Firstly there is William Charlesworth who died in 1846. In the 1851 census his widow Esther was still at the 

property. Their daughter, also Martha married Joseph Dodd and two of their grandchildren through that 

line were there in the 1860s to 1880s. 

The individual who helps us to understand the position at Longfold most clearly is Matilda Cooke (1823-

1910) who was born at Longfold and spent her whole life there being described as of “Independent 

Means”. Her baptism record at Warmingham explains the position. Thomas Brookes who also originally 

came from Brereton like Ann was probably Ann’s brother. 

 

Warmingham Baptisms Register 1823 



 
 

So Matilda seems to be the product of a master/servant relationship which was all too common in 

Victorian times. What is perhaps a little more surprising is that Samuel Latham (who was the youngest son 

of William Latham, a wealthy farmer who lived at Fields Farm, Elton) seems to have openly accepted the 

child and taken the responsibility for her upbringing. 

Neither Ann or Samuel ever married and they never had any further children. With the passage of time, it 

is difficult to understand the exact nature of this relationship but in Samuel’s will of 1834 he leaves 

everything to Ann for life (See appendix 3). After her death, everything went to their daughter Matilda. 

This is a typical will of a husband catering for his wife which would suggest they had a closer relationship 

than the description of “Housekeeper” in his will which is perhaps a bit cold. 

Occupants of the Longfold Tenement 1851 

National Archives 1851 census 

James Cooke had married Matilda and no doubt it was their intention to have a large family however 

despite their best efforts, only two of their Children, Frederick (1851-1930) and Oliver (1847-1925) lived 

beyond childhood and all but one of their deceased siblings died before the age of 5.  

This must have been particularly difficult for the two boys witnessing the deaths of so many siblings. 

 



 
 

By the time of the census of 1871, Longfold was at its busiest with 30 people living at the tenement, after 

that time, the numbers started to drop off as some were combined and perhaps some became derelict.  

There are certainly records in the Crewe estate that confirm those occupied by Frederick and Oliver Cooke 

were combined into a single unit. 

 

No of people living at Longfold 1841-1921 census 

 

By this time, there are also indications of the agricultural revolution as work became more mechanised. As 

a result people started to seek alternative employment, so as well as agricultural labourers, we also have 

labourers on the Railways and the Rookery Bridge Bone Mill. Frederick and Oliver Cooke were at one time 

Road labourers. 

The matriarch of Longfold Matilda Cooke died in 1910. John Aldersea died in 1912 and Hugh Glover had 

moved to Malkins Bank by 1913 just leaving the Cooke brothers in situ. 

Within a few years the tenement was abandoned to the extent that when the Elton estate was sold in 

1915, Longfold was described as a “building site”. 

 

 

Crewe Guardian – 19TH March 1910 



 
 

Occupants of the Longfold Tenement 1911 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Name Born Occupation Rooms Number 
in House 

Signature 

 
John 
Aldersay 
 
 
 

 
Bebbington 
Derbyshire 

1836 

 
General Labourer 

 
2 

 
1 
 

 

 
 

 
Oliver  
Cooke 
 
 
 

 
Elton 

Cheshire 
1847 

 
Road Labourer  
Rural District Council 

 
3 

 
1 

 

 

 
Frederick 
Cooke 

 
Elton 

Cheshire 
1851 

 

 
Road Labourer  
Rural District Council 

 
3 

 
3 
 

 

 
 

 
Hugh  
Glover 

 
St Helens 

Lancashire 
1843 

 

 
Retired  
Colliery Fireman 

 
2 

 
2 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

The occupiers of the land when the estate was sold were the brothers Frederick and Oliver Cooke already 

mentioned and Richard Whittaker Oulton a local farmer. By this time, Frederick and Oliver had moved to 

Watch Lane Cottage on Elton Moss. 

 

 

As it turned out, Longfold failed to sell at the auction. The next lot, number 33 in the auction was Smithy 

Farm where Thomas Lovatt had been the tenant albeit for only about 4 years. Whether or not he had the 

resource to purchase the Smithy is perhaps immaterial and it was sold to an Arthur Boston from 

Warmingham.  

What is clear though is that subsequent to the auction, Longfold was sold to Thomas Lovatt and he set 

about building a new home for himself on the land. How long it took him to build the Longfold House as we 

know it today is unclear but he didn’t actually start paying rates on the property until 1926. 



 
 

 A half acre plot of land off Crabmill Lane was sold to his brother Harry. 

 In 1918 when further property from the estate was sold some three years later, Frederick became the 

owner of Watch Lane Cottage. 

 

Crewe Sale Account 1915 – Extract of prices realised. 

 

National Archives 1921 census 

 

By the time of the national register of 1939, Thomas had built a bungalow on part of what was quite an 

extensive plot. This may well have ultimately been intended for his son Wilfred but as with many others of 

his generation, he lost his life during the war whilst fighting in Italy.  

As such it was Thomas’s daughter Mary who took up residence in the bungalow, probably after her 

wedding in 1939 and she and her husband lived there for nearly 20 years before selling up. Thomas Lovatt 

died in 1960 and his wife continued to live at the main house until her own death six years later. 



 
 

 

 

 

 
Nantwich Chronicle 5th July 1958 

 

 
Crewe Chronicle 1st September 1966 

 

In more recent times another bungalow has been built on the site between Longfold and Pine Cottage, 

firstly named Jersey Cottage but now Bramble Cottage. 

 

 



 
 

Appendix 1 - Chronological List of Occupiers and Owners 

 

 

  



 
 

Appendix 2 –  Longfold Heads of Household 

 



 
 

Appendix 3 – Will of Samuel Latham 

 

 

 


