
 
 

 

Victorian History of Moston 

 
 

Title Elton Hall Cottage (Pine Cottage) 

Type Cottage & Land 

Date Produced 20th Feb 2024 

Internal Reference E51P 

1840 Owner Lord Crewe 

1840 Occupier William Mason 

Tithe Map Apportionments 277 

1840 Area 1 Acre 1 Rood & 31 Perches 
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For the purpose of this report, I have 
called this property Elton Hall Cottage 
as that was the name given to it when 
it was sold off in 1915. 
 

This name indicates that it would 
almost certainly have been a tied 
cottage to Elton Hall for an 
agricultural worker on the farm. 
 

Over time, this property has been 
known by other names “Yew Tree 
Cottage”, “Rose Cottage” and is 
currently known as “Pine Cottage” 
 

In 1840 at the time of the tithe map, 
the property was occupied by William 
Mason and his family. 
 

At that time, this area was heavily 
populated with 96 people living in the 
area shown on the map opposite.  
 

At the time Elton Smithy was a Public 
House, The White Hart Inn and Kester 
Kettell the landlord would have had a 
busy time with the local trade. 
 

William Pierpoint of Elton Villa was 
described as a shopkeeper in an 1843 
newspaper (burglary) report. 
 

The Elton poorhouse had been in the 
locality (Plot 279) but it seems to 
have been demolished by this time.  
 

Next door, Longfold (Plot 278) was a 
tenement of many households, again 
providing labour to the local farms. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
National Archives 1841 census -Elton 
 

 

William Mason can be seen on the 1841 
census with his wife Hannah who he 
married in 1828, along with the first six of 
his children which eventually amounted to 
eleven. 
 

William was recorded as an agricultural 
labourer and almost certainly in the 
employment of Ralph Kettell of Elton Hall 
Farm. 
 

There are no records for William in the 
Crewe rental books confirming his 
occupation was on a sub-tenancy basis. 



 
 

William (1808-1868) lived the rest of his life at the cottage though for some strange reason which I guess 

will never be resolved the family were named Bailey in the next two census returns. This could be down to 

enumerator error, William not wanting his proper name in the records or something else. There is no 

doubt though that this is the same family 

 

National Archives 1851 Census 

 

National Archives 1861 Census 

 
In 1859, William was given an award from the Cheshire Agricultural Society as despite having eleven 
children (of which one was severely disabled) he never made a call on the parish for assistance and for 
this he was awarded £2. By this time he had been married for thirty years. 
 
He was no doubt a very conscientious, hard working and proud man and received a similar award for the 
same reason the following year. 
 
 

 
Chester Chronicle 17th September 1859 

 

 
Warmingham Parish Register 1828 

 



 
 

William died in 1868 and perhaps surprisingly for an agricultural labourer, he actually wrote a will and the 

contents of this will tell us one or two additional facts about his life. 

1. Accompanying the will was a signed declaration by the two witnesses, Thomas and Joseph Turner 

(Bricklayers of Ivy House, Elton Moss Bridge). This action confirming he was of sound mind and 

understood what he was doing was probably necessary because the will had been challenged. 

2. Although a tenant of Lord Crewe, he actually owned two properties in Haslington. 

3. After the usual life interest in the properties to his wife, the properties were to be used for the 

maintenance of his disabled daughter again demonstrating his refusal to rely on charity (and 

perhaps the reason for the challenge to the will) 

4. At the time of writing the will in 1867 a year before he died, all eleven of his children were still 

alive, a most unusual position in Victorian England. 

 

William Mason – Extract of will written 1867 

After William died, the family continued to live at Elton Hall Cottage and one of William’s younger sons, 

James no doubt took over the work of his father whilst his widowed mother continued to care for her 

daughter. Mary, the disabled daughter died in 1889 and the next year, her mother died perhaps content in 

the fact that she would not be leaving the burden of her daughter’s care with anyone.  

James himself only lived a few more years and with that, after 65 years, the tenure of the family at the 

cottage came to an end. 

 

National Archives 1871 census 



 
 

 

National Archives 1881 census 

 

National Archives 1891 census 

 

 
OS Map 1898 

 

The final tenant during the Victorian era at 
the cottage after James Mason was Henry 
Astley a native of Staffordshire who appeared 
on the votors roll until 1906 so had a tenure 
of perhaps a dozen years.  
 
After his spell in Elton, Henry moved to 
Shropshire where he died during the war. 
 
By this time there was a clearly defined pond 
at the back of the property which would have 
been caused by the salt subsidence in the 
area.  
 
The Cottage itself occupied part of plot 273 
and this was certainly the position when the 
property was sold in the 1915 sale 
 

 

 
National Archives 1901 Census 
 



 
 

The Crewe estate records show that by this time, there was a separate tenancy agreement in place with 

Lord Crewe for the property. At a total of nearly four acres, Henry seemed to also be renting another field 

in the vicinity with a total rent of  £12 12s per year. 

 

 

Crewe Estate Accounts 1900-01  

 

In 1906, John James Thomas moved to the property to take up a position working for Frank Willis who had 

recently taken up occupation at Elton Hall Farm after his marriage. John was originally from Liverpool, the 

son of a cheesemonger but had been in Elton for some years.  

His father had married into the Hassall family, a set of prominent farmers in Elton and he was first to be 

found at Flash Farm with his uncle aged 10 in the 1871, probably as a result of his father dying in 1870 and 

his mother remarrying. 

In other census returns he was a Railway labourer at (the now demolished) Railway Cottage and a servant 

at Elton Hall Farm.  

 

National Archives 1911 Census 

When Lord Crewe decided to sell his estate, John Thomas was the sitting tenant of Elton Hall Cottage and 

perhaps supported by the wealth of his immediate family, he was in prime position to purchase the 

property and indeed it was Lord Crewe’s wish and intention that where possible, properties should go to 

the tenants.  

John hence became the owner at a price of £180. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

In the Crewe estate sale, Mr Thomas was 
also shown as the tenant to land with 
access off Hall Lane. This is probably the 
same land leased to Henry Astley in 1900. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

National Archives 1921 Census 

After 10 years of ownership, John James Thomas passed away in 1925. His wife stayed on for a few years 

but by 1930, the property had new residents, William and Ernest Manning.  

William (1876-1959) and Ernest (1886-1961) were the eldest and youngest sons of Catherine and Thomas 

Manning who had farmed at Watch Lane Farm, just over the township border in Moston. 

Both William and Ernest were bachelors who had worked on the farm all their lives before retiring to Clay 

Lane where they lived the last 30 years of their lives perhaps with a slightly easier life as smallholders.  

It appears that in the late 1930’s the property had another name change as on the national register it was 

referred to as “Rose Cottage” but still “Elton Hall Cottage” on the Electors Roll. 

 

 

National Register 1939 



 
 

 

 
Winsford Chronicle 2nd Jan 1960 

 

 
Crewe Chronicle 11th February 1961 
 

The two brothers died about a year apart an on 
Ernest’s death, everything was sold in two separate 
auctions to enable the instructions in Ernest’s will to 
be carried out, presumably leaving the estate to his 
nephews and nieces. 

 

 

 
Crewe Chronicle 11th Feb 1961 

 

 
 

 

 
Crewe Chronicle 4th March 1961 

 

By 1970 on the votors roll there was an Arthur and Violet Goodwin living at the property. They may well 

have been the purchasers on 1961. In more recent times the property has had another name change and is 

now known as Pine Cottage 



 
 

 

 
Crewe Chronicle 3rd June 1987 

 

 
 

 

 
Crewe Chronicle 29th July 1987 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Chronological List of Owners and Occupiers 

 

 


