
 

Victorian History of Moston  

 
 

Title Flash Farm, Hall Lane, Elton 

Type Farm & Land 

Date Produced 20th October 2023 

Internal Reference E02P 

1840 Owner Lord Crewe 

1840 Occupier Mary Hassall 

Tithe Map Apportionments Many – See Appendix 

1840 Area 118.1 Acres 
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Flash Farm 2023 

  
 

 



 

In 1840 Flash Farm was at the tithe map, as with virtually the whole of Elton part of Lord Crewe’s Cheshire 

estate with Mary Hassall being recorded as the occupier. Mary was part of a very well known family whose 

ancestry can be traced back to the earliest parish records of Warmingham going back to the mid 1500s. the 

estate records of Crewe Hall confirm that the curent farmhouse was built in 1800. 

Her brother Matthew farmed over 100 acres at Brook Farm and another Thomas Hassall occupied similar 

land at Crabmill Farm. Mary’s father Matthew Hassall had died in 1823 and in his will he left her £200 and 

all the goods and furnitures in the best parlour.  

This was about half his estate with his other sons being catered for previously. I’m sure it helped being part 

of such a reputable family that Mary was allowed to stay at Flash Farm but no doubt she would have been 

a very capable farmer assisted by her son Thomas 

In addition there was also a tied cottage on the farm providing further support. This cottage long since 

demolished would have been found where the current UPL chemical plant is now located. 

 

 

Source : Crewe Estate Rentals (2nd Edition) 1834-5 Cheshire Archives DCR 59-2-22 



 

 

Source : National Archives 1841 census 

Thomas Hassall born circa was the son of Mary Hassall, in all likelihood he was illegitimate and I can not 

trace any other siblings. By the late 1840’s he had taken over the lease for the farm from his mother who 

herself died a few years later.   

 

Source : Crewe Estate Rentals (2nd Edition) 1847-56 Cheshire Archives DCR 59-2-24 

Thomas continued to run the farm until 1862 when he passed it to John Hassall, the son of another cousin 

Matthew who was at Yeowood Farm. 

 

 

Source : National Archives 1851 census 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Source : Crewe Estate Accounts 1862-53 Cheshire Archives DCR 59-5-98 & 99 

Soon after John Hassall took over in 1863, he agreed to an £8 a year rent increase to cover £160 expended 

by Lord Crewe on drainage. This was quite a commercial gain for Lord Crewe as he was in effect making 

undated loans to his farming tenants at a perpetual interest of 5%.  

Having said that, in the years 1866 and 1867, Cheshire was strucken by cattle plague and for those two 

years, to recognise the hardship of his tenants, Lord Crewe made a 25% allowance against the annual rent 

when I am sure he would have been contractually obliged to receive the full amount. 

 

 

 
Thomas Hassall Marriage Licence 1834 

 

 
Thomas married Sarah Carter in 1834 and they 
farmed at Flash Farm for over 30 years. Sarah’s 
mother Elizabeth spent her later years at 
Smethwick Hall Farm in Brereton where another 
daughter had married a George Lowe who farmed 
332 acres there. 
 
When she died, she was returned to her native 
parish for burial and I guess the vicars mark in the 
margin says it all. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

Source : National Archives 1861 census 

 

 
Source : Warmingham St Leonard Churchyard 

 

 

Thomas continued to live at the farm after his younger relative took over and he died in 1867. Under the 

terms of his will, half his estate went to his sister in law Martha Lowe of Smethwick hall and after some 

specific family legacies, the rest was divided up amongst the children of his many Hassall relations. His wife 

Sarah moved next door to Elton Villa where she died in 1874.  

The will also confirms that Thomas held the lifehold lease on 4 Lane Ends Cottage where his tenant was 

John Aldersay. The remaining term of this lease he left to another relation in Middlewich. It is of note that 

surprisingly the farm has been known as Flash Farm as early as the 1851 census, this was well before the 

significant late subsidence in Elton.  

I can only assume that the three small ponds shown on the 1875 were an early indication of what was to 

come (The ponds were not recorded on the 1840 tithe map) and these led to the naming of the farm. 

 

 



 

Source : OS Map 1875 1st Edition 

It is of note that surprisingly the farm has been known as Flash Farm as early as the 1851 census, this was 

well before the significant late subsidence in Elton. I can only assume that the three small ponds shown on 

the 1875 were an early indication of what was to come (The ponds were not recorded on the 1840 tithe 

map) and these led to the naming of the farm. 

 

Source : National Archives 1871 census 

 

 
Source : Northwich Guardian 20th July 1878 



 
Source : National Archives 1881 census 

 

Source : Northwich Guardian 6th Oct 1883 

 

  
Source : Nantwich Guardian 15th Oct 1890 

 

 
Source : National Archives 1891 census 

No doubt as soon has John Hassall had died, plans were set afoot for his estate to be liquidated and the 

first farm sale took place the next February. The adverts below gives a good indication of the farming 

activities he undertook. A second sale to sell the remaining stock and household goods was made a year 

later. 



 

  

 
Source : Middlewich Guardian 14th Feb 1891 

Source : Northwich Guardian 5th Mar 1892 

 
 

 

Source : Crewe Chronicle 2nd Apr 1892 
 

Besides a £100 legacy to a relative, after the death 
of his wife, the whole estate went to his only child 
and daughter Fanny Steele Hassall (1949-1911) 
who had by that time married Samuel Cookson and 
was living with him at The Poplars on Booth Lane, 
Moston.  
 
As such in 1892 after many many years, the tenure 
of the Hassall Family at Flash Farm came to an end. 
 

 

 

Source : National Archives 1901 census 

The next tenant at Flash Farm was Robert Oulton and his family. The Oulton family had a strikingly similar 

tenure to the Hassall family in Elton, so much so that it was probably not coincidental. The were also an 

ancient Cheshire farming family where the family can be traced back over 400 years in Barthomley near 

Crewe. It appeared that Robert’s Eldest son John was the first tenant though over the years, the family did 

appear to move around. 

 

Source : Elton Rates Return 1897 



 

OS Map 1898 – Flash Farm 

The family  would of course had an excellent reputation with Lord Crewe, Robert Oulton had by 1870 

moved to Crabmill Farm and by the 1901 census, family members were at Crabmill Farm, Flash Farm, 

Brook Farm and later Yeowood Farm, the same four that the Hassall family had farmed for so long.  

 

Source : National Archives 1911 census 

In 1911, we can thus summarise the Robert Oulton’s children as follows 

 
Christian Name 

 

 
Age 

 
Marital 

 
Occupation 

 
Abode 

 
Other 

 
Died 

Lettice 45 Single Housekeeper Flash Farm, Elton  1911 

John William 44 Married Farmer Crabmill Farm, Elton Retired to Alsager 1931 

Robert Coomer 42 Married Farmer Yew Tree Farm, Tetton Retired to Shifnal 1937 

Richard Whittaker 41 Married Farmer Brook Farm, Elton Retired to Elworth 1955 

George Thomas 40 Married Farmer Pusey Dale Farm, Crewe  1942 

Joseph Herbert 39 Single Ironmonger Stockport  1926 

Elizabeth 35 Single Dairy Maid Flash Farm, Elton Retired to Alsager 1951 

Rowland Joynson 32 Single Farmer Flash Farm, Elton Retired to Elworth  1960 

 

It is interesting to see that in the 1911 census, a young Ellis Palin was in his employment. Some ten years 

later, Ellis was in a position to purchase three properties on Plant Lane, Moston (Rangatira, Laburnum and 

Rose Cottages)  



 

Extensive building work was undertaken on the shippon at Flash Farm in 1912 but unfortunately, Robert 

Oulton died in 1913 so didn’t have time to reap the benefits of this work. His obituary confirms his high 

standing in the community.He has an impressive headstone in Warmingham Churchyard. 

 

  
 

Source : Crewe Guardian 26th Dec 1913 



On the death of his Father, Rowland Joynson Oulton, Robert’s youngest son took over the running of the 

farm. This seemed logical as his eldest stayed at Crabmill Farm, and the others had married into farming 

families with one I guess not interested in farming.  

Rowland did have the distinction of seeing the property through the time period when the Crewe estate 

was sold off and during this period he worked under three separate landlords.  

In 1915 as a result of a nationwide fall in agricultural returns, as with many of the big landowners, Lord 

Crewe decided to sell off his estate and by 1918, all the properties and land in Warmingham, Elton, Tetton 

and Sandbach had been sold. 

The results of the sale had significant impact for the farm as Yew Tree Farm was sold to The Fodens and 

Crabmill Farm (Lot 28) to James Moseley of Church House Farm, Warmingham. Flash Farm (Lot 27) and 

Elton Hall Farm on Clay Lane (Lot 29) were at first withdrawn (Flash Farm was withdrawn at £3,300) 

 The Farm was eventually sold to Dr Herbert Levinstein who was a director of The Murgatroyds Salt 

Company on Booth Lane, Elworth.  

By this time, subsidence due to salt mining was a real problem in Elton and I guess Murgatroyds believed 

they were removing the risk of litigation if they owned the land under which they were mining. 

 

Source : Cheshire Archives Crewe Estate Sales 

 

Two years later, Levinstein and Murgatroyds sold the two farms to the British Soda Company at the same 

time as they purchased many of the other farms (nearly 600 acrea) in the area 



 



 

By the 1921 census though he appears to have perhaps been “shoved out of the way” by his elder brother 

who had by then returned from Yew Tree Farm, Tetton. Perhaps this was a deal between Robert Coomer 

Oulton and Murgatroyds to get him off the land they had purchased at Yew Tree Farm and was needed for 

salt manufacture? 

A few years later, Rowland was on the electors roll with his eldest brother John William who by then was at 

Allum Brook Farm, near Holmes Chapel. 



 
Source : National Archives 1921 census 

In the early 1930s, Robert decided to move on and  went to live and retire in Shropshire ending a near 50 

relationship of the family with Flash Farm. Rowland stayed in the area retiring to Elworth 

 

 
Source : Chester Chronicle 26th Feb 1921 

 

 
Source: Alderley Advertiser 7th Aug 1937 

 

 
Warmingham Churchyard 



Robert Coomer Oulton stayed at the farm for roughly a further ten years before he retired. During this 

period the extent of land farmed was reduced to 84 acres, firstly when the chemical company took 9 acres 

then three years later the rates show a further reduction of 5 acres due to subsidence. This presumably 

refers to the appearance of Watch Lane Flash. 

 
Source : Cheshire Archives Elton Ratings 1924 

 
Source : Cheshire Archives Elton Ratings 1927 

 

 
Source : Wilmslow Advertiser 6th October 1933 

 

In the 1930s there were probably a few short 
term tenancies with a William Hassall then 
James Barlow in 1935. 
 

 
 

William Thornhill and his wife moved to the farm 
in the late 1930s later to be joined by their son 
Herbert during the war years. Herbert had been 
helping on his grandfather’s farm at Wrinehill 
Hall, Betley, no doubt learningt he trade. The 
Thornhills were on the farm for about 40 years 
 

 

 

Source : National Register 1939 

 

 

Source : Crewe Chronicle 30th December 1939 



 

 
 

 

 
Source : Crewe Chronicle 16th Aug 1941 

 

 

Source : OS Map 1961 

 

 

 

 
Source : Crewe Chronicle 21st Oct 1974 



 

 

  
Source : Crewe Chronicle 16th Sep 1987 

 

 
Source : Chester Chronicle 11th Oct 1974 

 

Chronological list of Owners and Occupiers 

 



List of 1840 Field Names 

 


