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Title Watch Lane Cottage, Elton 

Type Cottage 

Date Produced 15 Sep 2023 

Internal Reference E72P 

1840 Owner Lord Crewe 

1840 Occupier Samuel Foxley 

Tithe Map Apportionments 115a 

1840 Area 0.13 acres (20 perches) 
 

 

 
Watch Lane Cottage 1970 

 

 
Watch Lane Cottage 2022 

  



 
 

Watch Lane Cottage at the junction of Plant Lane is one of the older properties in the area, with a plaque 

on its outside proclaiming that it was built in the second half of the eighteenth century.  

On the 1840 tithe map for Elton, it was part of Lord Crewe’s estate and recorded as a single property with 

no additional land attached to it, which seems to be consistent with the occupiers in Victorian times who 

were notes as shoemakers (Cordwainers) and employed of the Railway Company (The Sandbach line 

through Elton was built in 1846). 

 

 
     Source 1840 Tithe Map 

 

 

The occupant at the time was a Samuel Foxley but a year later when the census was taken, he appears to 

have moved out as he was by then an agricultural Labourer at Longfold working on one of the many farms 

found on Clay Lane. 

By 1851, the occupier was Thomas Spode, a shoemaker (or cordwainer) who came from a line of 

shoemakers with his grandfather also Thomas being apprenticed to William Ryder of Sandbach in 1763. 

 

Unfortunately for Thomas, died only a few years later in tragic circumstances, leaving his wife and two 

young children. His wife Catherine remarried a Samuel Sherwin and lived her life on Elton Moss. 

After Catherine moved out, the next incumbent at the cottage was John Hulme, the son of William Hulme a 

farmer from Elton Villa on Clay Lane but like Thomas Spode, he was also a shoemaker. This is perhaps more 

than a coincidence and John may well have been working alongside Thomas. It is hard not to imagine that 

he took over the tools of trade vacated on the death of Thomas. 

 

Source : Warmingham Parish Register 



 
 

 

Source : National Archives 1861 census 

John Hulme died in 1862 and the new occupant was George Proudlove who moved to Elton as did many 

others to reap the benefits of the railway that was by then running through the township. 

 

Source : National Archives 1871 census 

 

Source : OS Map 1st Edition 

 

Source : National Archives 1881 census 

By 1891 George had moved away to Ettiley Heath where he was recorded as a coal seller. From 1886 to 

1895 according to the electors roll, the new occupant at Watch Lane Cottage was Samuel Moore who was 

the son of a boatman and born in Elton. Samuel had a direct lease with Lord Crewe paying an annual rent 

of £3 2s 4d in 1888 



 
 

 

Source : National Archives 1891 census 

 

Source : Crewe Estate Rental Accounts 1888 

 

 
Throughout his life, Samuel seemed 
to move around quite a bit but never 
more than a mile away from his 
birthplace.  
 
The one major constant though was 
his employment at John Pring’s wire 
factory. He was there in 1871 as a 
young lad of 13 and by the 1911 
census he was still there having 
worked his way up to being a 
production manager.  
 
In all, he possibly worked for 60 
years at the factory 
 

 
 
 
 

 
John Pring premises on Station Road, Elworth 
 

 

 
Next to move in was Charles 
Davies and as with Samuel 

Moore before him, he was also 
employed in the rapidly 

expanding local industry of Elton 
working in the salt business 

which were setting up alongside 
the Trent & Mersey Canal which 

eventually became part of ICI. 
Charles was on the electors roll 

from 1897 to 1912 

 

 
     Source : Crewe Chronicle 25th April 1936 



 
 
 

 

Source : National Archives 1901 Census 

 

 

Source : National Archives 1911 Census 

 

For the next occupant of Watch Lane Cottage, we learn why it was known for a while as “Clowes Cottage” 

 

 

 
Sketch of The Fox and Smithy at Elton Booth Lane 1872 

 
Emily Clowes was the Daughter of 
John Clowes. John’s family had 
been the village blacksmiths for 
many generations at The “Span” 
Smithy which was found next to 
the Fox Inn on Booth Lane. John 
will have learnt his trade from his 
father William and after he 
married at the end of 1874, he and 
his wife (also Emily) moved to 
Alsager where he set up as a 
Blacksmith in the town 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 
Source : Alsager parish records 1877 and 1886 
 

 
At first, things would have 
gone well for the family 
and their first born Ada 
came along in 1876, 
followed by Emily in 1877. 
I’m sure John and Emily 
would have been 
delighted to find out they 
were expecting another 
child in the summer of 
1885 however little did 
they know that their 
children would be 
orphaned within a year. 
John died early in 1886 
without seeing his son 
born then catastrophe 
struck as when the baby 
was only three months 
old, his mother also died. 

 

As was the norm in Victorian times, the family would rally round and the three children were shipped out 

to family members, John came from a family of 11 so I guess there were plenty of aunts and uncles to help 

out. The 3 children all moved back to Elton to different relatives where Emily found herself at Longfold on 

Clay Lane to live with her Uncle Frederick Cooke (a Road Labourer) and Mary Ann (nee Clowes). 

 

 

Source : 1891 Census, Longfold, Clay Lane, Elton 

 

Emily was “the daughter Frederick and Mary Ann never had” and indeed she lived with them for the rest of 

their lives. In about 1914 the family moved from Longfold to take up the lease at Watch Lane Cottage and 

after Mary Ann died in 1916, Frederick and Emily would have been at the property when Lord Crewe 

decided to sell so as sitting tenants they were in a prime position to purchase the property and indeed 

Frederick became the owner in 1919. Around that time, his brother Oliver also moved in until he died in 

1925. 

 



 
 

Lord Crewe Estate Sale 1915 (Aborted) 

 
 

 
    Source : Crewe Estate Sale Elton 1915 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

Lord Crewe Estate Sale 1918 (Completed) 
 

 
Source : Crewe Estate Sale 1918 

 

 
 

 
When the Elton portion of the Crewe Estate was finally 
sold in 1918, the property had virtually doubled in size 
making it a more substantial smallholding with easy 
access to all the fields. 
 
As it turned out though, the property never took off as a 
smallholding. Frederick Cooke as tenant purchased the 
cottage. Francis Poole (a lawyer and property developer 
now Poole Alcock Solicitors) retained the field just to the 
south on which a row of bungalows was built. 
 
Unfortunately the land just south of Watch Lane was 
effectively lost to the subsidence that happened in the 
1930s and now forms part of Watch Lane Flash and the 2 
acre field to the back of the cottage was sold separately. 

 

 

 

Source : National Archives 1921 census 



 
 

 

It doesn’t come as a surprise that when Frederick Cooke died in 1930, he left the property to his niece 
Emily who continued to live there as a spinster until she also died in 1956. Emily left no will and the 
property passed to her brother the next of kin who rented it out until he died in 1967 when it was finally 
sold outside of the family. Such was the connection with the Clowes family for over 50 years, the 
property even became known as “Clowes Cottage” as shown in the 1953 footpaths map below. The 
original house name plate to that effect has also been retained for properity. 
 

 

 
Source : National Register 1939 

 

 
Source : Moston Footpaths map 1953 

 

 
Source : Probate Records 1967 

 

 

 
Crewe Chronicle : 8th Jun 1967 

 

 
Crewe Chronicle : 26th Feb 1970 

 



 
 

Chronological List of Owners and Occupiers 

 

 

 


